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The stephanoberycoid family Hispidoberycidae is known from only a few specimens of one species. Body
oblong and compressed. Head large, about one-third length of body, with large mucous cavities separated
by ridges and covered by skin; head ridges with spines. Eyes small (5.7–7.7 in head). Mouth large, oblique,
jaws extending far behind eye. Dorsal fin posterior to midbody with 4–5 spines and 10 soft rays; anal fin
with 2–3 spines and 9 soft rays; pectoral fins with i or I ray and 11–12 soft rays; pelvic fins located below
the pectoral fins, with i or I ray and 7 soft rays. Villiform teeth in bands on jaws, palatines, and vomer; no
teeth on ectopterygoid and endopterygoid. One supramaxilla. Branchiostegal rays 8. Orbitosphenoid and
basisphenoid present; subocular shelf and antorbital absent. Operculum with a long, stout spine. Scales with
large spines. Lateral line present (with 32–34 scales). Vertebrae 34–35. Maximum length 18 cm (7.1 in).
Probably benthopelagic. Known from the tropical marine waters of southeastern Asia at depths of
560–1,019 m. Feed on shrimps.

The Hispidoberycidae was erected by Kotlyar (1981 [ref. 2666]) to accommodate the unique combi-
nation of stephanoberycoid and berycoid characters in the type, Hispidoberyx ambagiosus, which he
described from two specimens collected in the southeastern Indian Ocean off Sumatra and Java. The total
number of specimens reported is five, including two from the South China Sea described by Yang et al.
(1988 [ref. 7301]). Kotlyar (1991 [ref. 26696]) recorded the fifth specimen, also from the South China Sea,
and described the osteology of H. ambiagosus, and later (Kotlyar 1996 [ref. 23292]) reviewed all available
information on the family and its possible relationships.

Genus Hispidoberyx Kotlyar 1981

Hispidoberyx Kotlyar 1981:411 [ref. 2666]. Type species Hispidoberyx ambagiosus Kotlyar 1981.
Type by original designation (also monotypic).

Hispidoberyx ambagiosus Kotlyar 1981

Hispidoberyx ambagiosus Kotlyar 1981:413 [10 of translation], Fig. 1 [ref. 2666] (e. Indian Ocean
north of Sumatra, 3°46'N, 96°00'E, 800–875 m). Holotype: ZMMU P-15416.

DISTRIBUTION: Eastern Indian Ocean and western North Pacific: off Sumatra and Java and in
South China Sea.

REMARKS: Known from five specimens.
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Summary Lists

Genus-Group Names of Family Hispidoberycidae
Hispidoberyx Kotlyar 1981 = Hispidoberyx Kotlyar 1981

Incertae Sedis Genus-Group Names
None

Unavailable Genus-Group Names
None

Species-Group Names of Family Hispidoberycidae
ambagiosus, Hispidoberyx Kotlyar 1981 = Hispidoberyx ambagiosus Kotlyar 1981

Incertae Sedis Species-Group Names
None

Unavailable Species-Group Names
None
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