DICHOTOMOUS KEY

Skulls of Barn Owl Prey
Pacific Northwest and Northern California

While closely observing your skull, follow the steps until-you reach the
species of prey found in your owl pellet. Make a decision at each step,
choosing the answer that best describes the characteristics of your skull.
Listen to hints from the teacher!

If you have the CRANIUM or MANDIBLE, follow these steps to determine the
identity of the prey:

Step 1 "
If it has a beak and no teeth, it is a BIRD. pﬁ:‘f@

If it has teeth, go to step 2. M
_k_

Diastema- gap between the incisors
and molars

Step2 |
If it has a diastema (the large toothless space between the incisors and cheek

teeth/molars), go to step 3. J—
N
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If there is no diastema, go to step 5. @
” Diaigz;)\-’\
Step 3 \L\/../

Pull one molar. Look at the side of it with the magnifying lens.

;

If the molar looks the same from top to bottom and has no roots, then go to ,
step 4. Molars \:llth
no roots

If the molar has cusps on top and individual roots on the bottom, it is a MOUSE
or RAT. (If skullis more than 25mm, itis a rat; if skull is less than 25mm, it is a

mouse.)
i

Molars
with
definite roots



Now look at the top of the molars in the skull or jaw.

with many pointed

If the teeth form many pointed triangles, itis a VOLE. M@ ¥ e
If you can easily see that the molars form 4 or 5 separate teeth and do not form L
pointed triangles, then it is a POCKET GOPHER. Molars are 4-5 Dg %Q
separate teeth 7oA
| Step 5 J (\/j

If there are no distinct canine teeth and, instead, 2 incisors at the front of the
mouth, followed by a row on each side of sharp pointed teeth, go to step 6.

If the mandible has distinct canine teeth present, OR if the upper jaw has distinct
canine teeth with a notch or gap between the incisors, it is a BAT.

Step 6
If the teeth are reddish-brown on the tips, it is a SHREW.

If the teeth are white, it is a MOLE.

Did you know?
Vole and pocket gopher teeth grow continuously throughout their
lives, which is why their teeth don’t have roots!




NS
OMWQ IM.I&.O.@.— 13%90d

)L :
yjes) sjesedss

{19709} o) WOIJ SIUTY 03 UQ)ST']

| [[O[S INOA JO SONSLIOJORIBYD
oY) SOqLIOSIP 1599 18}

ed o) umop Surpesy , ‘peol
Y} UI Y10J,, YOBa 18 UOISIOap

S- a1 SIEjOp pojuIod AUBW tyon s1E(0 e oxeN Je7[ed [400 Inok uT
1o M SIBION punoj Aa1d Jo so10ads oy} yoear |
. \ | NOA [QUN SpIRAMUMOD A3 1)
. , TS 30 SoyoURIq Sy} MOJ[OF T[S
3asnon IT0N _ _ . | InoA Su1AI9SqO A[9SOT0 A[IYAM |
| s1o0 apuge . " , yles) uo
D oo ysp . a8} siym sdiy umoug-ysippey
, QWES , 8 $}004 Ou . /
id  umsieiop \ \
lva
SIOS|ou JUOL) OMYM _
Seujued Jounsip oN ssujued Jouls|iq
=  suejow pue /
Siosjoul sy usamieq deb -ewa)selq |
BW8)SEIQ ON
_ @Qdig
yjas}
J / , ou yym yeeg

s

BIWIOJI[E)) UWISYMION PUB ISOMULION dLIoed

£21d MO wreg O S[IS LAVLS

AdY SNOWOLOHDIA

pwejselq ON

LA .
CASAANNLS \



v661 993G Yuel4 @

6296-856

* 2,986 VM ‘uowies aNym

L12 X0g "Od « [eo1b0joIg aWOH uielunopy

ysyhein .

SUIOIN ‘soj1eag ‘siaddoysselr)
:S)09SU]|

Aaid 19410

adig

oW SLN3AOoH

sqiy
ajol >a_o/> wnuasg
\

By wmdos

j Ssnuawny

/ epnelD
\@é elqIPusy

< S doL [Imis

suribeA xelog ;m m —..— m

Sniswny

e[oiAe|D

e|qipueiy

snuwio snuedeog m I— o E

3AdiND DNILHOS-IANOS

doL Inyg |




