CALIFORNIA

For the Chaperone: Guiding Questions for any Diorama ACADEMY OF
Encourage students to engage all five of their senses as you ask questions about SCIENCES
the scene. General questions are provided, but don’t hesitate to compose your own!

Place yourself in the scene: Can you feel the sun? Does the breeze brush across your face, or bring with
it any odors? Is it quiet, or noisy? Dry, or moist?

Shrink to the size of a bug: Where would you hide? How does the world look?

Grab a bite, drink a sip: What might that plant, animal, dirt, or water taste like?

Unfreeze the scene: If this diorama came to life, what would the figures do next?

Eureka! A new species!:  You’ve discovered a new plant or animal: What will you name it, and why?
If you had to describe this species to a news reporter, what would you tell

them about it?

What would happen if: That animal’s fur changed color? Lighting struck the dry brush? Our group
was spotted by the wildlife? It were nighttime? Rain began to fall?

Non-living environment: What would be left if | removed all of the living things from this diorama,
including all of the plants and animals?
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