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Rainforest Necklace Scavenger Hunt Answer Key 
 
Forest Floor 
Pitcher plant

 

: This plant attracts insects with its color, sugary nectar, and sweet scent.  How will it use the 
insects it traps? 

Pitcher plants are carnivorous.  They feed on the trapped insects!   
 
Tree with flowers on its branches

 

: Do you like chocolate?  This is the tree it comes from!  Its flowers and fruit 
grow right on its woody branches which support its large and heavy fruit.  How does having fruit that is easily 
seen help this tree reproduce? 

Attention: The Theobroma (cacao tree) may not be flowering during your field trip!  This may be a good point to bring 
up with students.  Plants are not always in flower.  This is a cauliflorous plant, which means the flowers and fruit grow 
right on the trunk and woody branches of the plant, rather than from new growth and shoots.  The large fruit can be 
more easily spotted by potential seed dispersers.  Cauliflory also makes the flowers and fruit more accessible for 
pollinators and seed dispersers that do not live in the canopy of the forest or do not fly. 
 
Leaf-cutter ants

 

: These busy ants cut leaves and eat the fungus that grows on them.  This fungus also helps 
break the leaves down into soil.  How do the ants help surrounding plants?  

By enabling the growth of fungus, and thus encouraging decomposition, leaf-cutter ants help create new, nutritious 
soil for surrounding plants. 
 
Borneo river toad
 

: Why do you think this forest-floor creature is a dark green-brown color? 

Its coloring helps it blend in with the surrounding plants and ground.  This provides protection from 
predators.  This adaptation is called “camouflage”. 
 
Understory 
Pointy spines on a peach palm tree

 

: How do you think the long, stiff spines on the trunk of this tree help it 
survive? 

The long, sharp spines protect the tree from small herbivorous animals.  The animals cannot climb over the spines to 
eat the tree’s leaves. 
 
Bromeliad

 

: This plant’s leaves form a cup that catches rainwater and provides habitat for animals.  What type 
of animal might use this tree-top pool? Hint: there’s one on this page. 

Poison dart frog (or other tree frog). 
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Gecko

 

: This gecko helps plants reproduce by pollinating them and spreading their seeds.  What parts of the 
plants do you think this gecko eats? 

This gecko drinks nectar from flowers and eats the plant’s fruit.  They are omnivorous and also eat insects. 
 
Macaw
 

: Macaws mostly eat the fruits of plants.  How does this help plants reproduce? 

Macaws play the role of seed dispersers in the rainforest.  Due to their messy eating habits, they drop seeds from the 
plants they eat.  Given the right conditions, some of these seeds may develop into new plants. 
 
Canopy 
A butterfly-pollinated flower

 

: Flowers have different colors, shapes, and smells to attract different pollinators.  
What do you think attracted the butterfly to the flower you found? 

This depends on which flower each student noticed being visited by a pollinator.  Butterflies are attracted to bright 
colors and feed on nectar. The nectar guides, or patterns on a flower’s petals point out the path to the nectar.  
Butterfly-pollinated flowers often grow in clusters which allow butterflies to perch on nearby flowers while feeding.  
The flowers may also have wide landing-pad-like petals for this reason.   
 
Red leaves on a green plant

 

: Scientists can’t agree on why new leaves on some tropical plants are red.  How do 
you think the color red might protect young leaves from herbivores or the sun? 

Three possible reasons: (1) The presence of the red pigment may be to protect the developing chlorophyll (green 
pigment) inside the new leaves from too much light, or damaging light;  (2) Red pigments may contain fungicides and 
other poisons;  (3) Many herbivores prefer soft, fresh growth to the older, tougher leaves.  The bright red may protect 
new growth by serving as a warning that the new leaves are toxic or distasteful.   
 
A bird in the trees
 

: If you were a bird in a rainforest canopy, why might you hang out in a tree? 

Several birds in the rainforest are adapted to live in trees.  They find food (fruit, insects), avoid predators, and build 
nests for their offspring high in canopy trees.     
 
Poison dart frog

 

: Frogs need water in which to lay their eggs.  How does this frog use pools of water up in 
trees?  Hint: think of the plants you have found so far. 

These frogs find pools of water collected in epiphytic bromeliads.   If a plant is epiphytic, it means it grows on another 
plant.  The bromeliad the students were directed to find grows on a high branch of a tree.    
 

 
 


