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Great  
Grey Owl  s 
 

Strix nebulosa  

»  Brown 
»  Grey  
»  Black 

blend in with a tree’s bark, 
so it can hide from prey 

Giant Malaysian 
leaf insect  L 
 

Phyllium 
giganteum 

»  Green 
»  Yellow  

blend in with the shape and 
color of leaves, to stay 
hidden 
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California  
poppy  s 
 

Eschscholzia 
californica 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

»  Orange 
»  Yellow 
 

grab the attention of 
pollinators, like bees, with 
patterns only they can see 

Gouldian  
finch  L 
 

Erythrura gouldiae 

»  Blue 
»  Black 
»  Violet 
»  Yellow 
»  Red 
»  Green 

advertise that males have 
bright head feathers (black, 
yellow, or red), which are 
attractive to females 
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moth  s 
 

Automeris io 

»  Yellow 
»  Black 
»  Brown 
»  Red 

startle predators when the 
moth snaps its wings open 
and exposes large, 
menacing false eyes 

California 
newt  L 
 

Taricha torosa 

»  Orange 
»  Brown 

warn predators that it is 
poisonous and should not 
be eaten 
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221 AV Bee Vision

Sending Secret Signals
Bees and flowers communicate across 
the plant-animal divide
Many plants sport yellow, white, or blue fl owers to grab 
bees’ attention. That’s because bees can’t see red. Flower 
petals may also have patterns visible only in ultraviolet light—
which bees can see. They follow the patterns like arrows 
pointing the way toward nectar. In return for the sugary treat, 
these pollinators spread the fl owers’ pollen.

above Although humans can’t see 
ultraviolet light, special cameras 
allow us to see a version of the 
ultraviolet patterns that bees see.
© Dr Schmitt, Weinheim Germany, uvir.eu

California poppy 
Eschscholzia californica

California’s state fl ower also is known 
as copa de oro (gold cup). It’s one of 
the earliest spring bloomers.
© Sean Lema / Shutterstock.com

Creeping cinquefoil 
Potentilla reptans 

This fl ower’s stems are too weak 
to stand upright. Instead, the plant 
creeps along the ground, extending 
new roots as it spreads. 
© Malcolm Storey, 2010

Field chickweed
Cerastium arvense

The tiny white fl owers of this native 
plant can be found across most of 
North America. It is an early colonizer 
of disturbed soil.
© iStock.com / Mantonature

Sky lupine
Lupinus nanus

Hefty bees, such as bumble bees, use 
their body weight to pull down lupine 
petals and reveal the pollen tucked within. 
Sometimes the petals stay propped open, 
allowing smaller bees to enter the fl ower. 
David A. Hofmann
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221-IN-04 and 05
221–IN–4 and 221–IN–5 • 11"x 1.5" • Direct to second surface of 1/16" 
non-glare acrylic. Colors are opaque. • Ease all exposed edges. Mount 
to top side of interactive viewer. 

What does a bee see? 
Slide to explore the meadow through a bee’s eyes.
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It’s a match! CHAPERONE GUIDE 

Use this guide to help  students 
find examples of living animals 
or specimens that match their 
paint chip color.  

Encourage students discover 
more examples of animals that 
use color to hide, attract, or 
warn  as they explore the  
Color of Life exhibit. 

Discuss if the color helps the 
animal to hide, attract, or warn 
other creatures. Help students 
record matches on their 
worksheet. 


